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Society Contact Information 

 

Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 392, 
Napanee, Ontario 
K7R 3P5 
613-354-3027 
www.lennoxandaddingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
 
Executive 
 
President: Jane Scott jescott@kos.net 
Past President: Jennifer Bunting 
1st & 2nd Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Hammond 
Robert.Hammond99@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Weese 
Newsletter Editor & Event Director: Trudy Morris 
Webmaster: Robert Hammond 
Newsletter Mailings :Jane Scott 
 
Lennox and Addington County Museum 
97 Thomas Street East, Napanee K7R 4B9 
Tel. 613-354-3027 Fax: 613-354-3112 
Archivist: Lisa Lawles 
Curator: JoAnne Himmelman, extension 3506 
 
Macpherson House 
Attention: Stephen Paul,  
L & A County Tourism and Economic Dev’t Office 
613-354-4883 
www.lennox-addington.on.ca 

 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to the County Chronicle. 

We reserve the right to edit copy. Please send 
submissions to Jane Scott  jescott@kos.net  
       
Reprinting of articles must be accompanied by 
acknowledgement of the Society, Issue, and date. .All 
photos credits and bylines must be retained. 
 
  

Country Chronicle Burke Printing, Napanee Ontario 
www.burkeprinting.ca 

Community Events in June 
 

Add them to your Calendar! 
 

The Cloyne and District Historical Society 
June 23, Friday 11:30 

Museum opening 

Have a hot dog and see the latest model exhibits of the 

Mazinaw-Pringle Tramway 

 

Bath Museum 
434 Main Street 

Bath Ontario  

Opened June 10, 2018 

Sunday Wednesday-Sunday 

10 am-4pm 

 

Old Hay Bay Church 
Restoration Project 

Seeking grants and private donations 

Go to theoldhaybaychurch.ca to donate  

Or Old Hay Bay Church  

c/o Kathy Staples 

1102-828 Sutton Mills Crt. 

Kingston, ON K7P 2S9 

Tax receipt for/over $20.00 

 

Tamworth. Ontario 

Astrophotography Assemble 

June 16
th

, Dusk 

AN informal evening where night sky photographers of 

all skill levels are invited to shoot the stars overhead. 

2018 

L&A Dark Sky Viewing Area 

7980 Cty. Road 41 

www.DarkSkyViewing.com  

 

 

Art Among the Ruins 

Art Show and Sale 
Saturday, June 16

th 

 

10:00 -5:00pm 

27 Earl Street Newburgh, Ontario 

Large outdoor Art Show and Sale is set among the 19
th

 

century mill ruins. Featuring local artists’paintings 

sculptures, fibre and paper. 

 

FREE ADMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lennox-addington.on.ca/
mailto:jescott@kos.net
http://www.darkskyviewing.com/
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President’s Message 

The Lennox & Addington Historical Society Annual General Meeting held at the County 

Museum and Archives April 17, 2018 at 6 pm .Chair Jane Scott called to order at 6:10 pm. 

Motions presented and passed the AGM report of 2017, financial statement and proposed budget. 

Barb Weese report on membership (50) and motion to accept passed. 

Nomination and Election of Executive Officers:  

President : Jane Scott 1 year of 2 years 

Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Hammond    

Membership & Corresponding Secretary: Barbara Weese,      

Editor newsletter: Trudy Morris. 

Vacant positions on the Executive: The First and Second Vice-President, members at large. 

Nomination and election of Executive Officers, Robert Hammond,  

Barbara Weese and Trudy Morris 

The Lennox and Addington Historical Foundation Executive Officers Tom Sylvester and Denis 

Mills presented a report of the closing of the Foundation and the reinvestment of the funds to the 

Community Foundation for Lennox and Addington. A further GIC will be added later this year. 

the interest in a year will go to the LAHS to further the goals of the Society. The meeting ended 

at 7pm and members attended the presentation of Jane Simpson’s story of Soldier, Settler, 

Sinner: The Remarkable Journey of Charles McDonald arranged for Tuesday Night at the 

Museum Lennox and Addington County Archives and Museum. 

Jane Simpson’s grandfather was a cousin of Manly MacDonald, the painter who provided 

essential documents for his story. Her story was filled with humour with well researched addition 

of her time pursuing his life in England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Marjorie Findlay, a lifelong member of 

the Lennox and Addington Historical 

Society and the present newsletter 

mailing person has retired. After many 

newsletters folded (hundreds) and lick 

stamps before stick on stamps, she will 

receive the newsletter delivered to her. 

In is with appreciation and thank you to 

Marjorie, having worked under many 

Presidents, that she will be remembered 

for her commitment to the Historical 

Society. 
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In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the opening of the House by the Lennox and 
Addington Historical Society in 1968, the Ottawa Story Tellers will be presenting ‘Heartaches 
and Oatcakes’, on the evening of July 11, starting 7 p.m.. Come celebrate the Scottish settlers, 
who braved the wild Atlantic in search of a better life.  They brought many folk and fairy tales 
with them from the Highlands, the Lowlands, the Orkneys and Outer Hebrides. Scots 
gathered by many a hearth to enjoy cherished magical tales of a blue-eyed hare, a witch and 
a swarm of bees, a water kelpie, a wise old woman and a courageous boy; and a beautiful 
maiden, a fisher lad and a mermaid.  This is a family show, to be enjoyed by all ages.  Music 
and refreshments will follow.  The Macpherson House will also be looking a bit more 
‘Regency’ with the addition of recently acquired Regency and William IV furnishings, period 
china and glassware, reproduction silk and linen draperies and handwoven binds.  
Admission:  $3.00.  Bring your own chair.  This year events will take place under a new event 
tent in the garden.   By  Jane Foster 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Edwin Albert Baker 
OBE, CC, M.C.,CROIX-de-GUERRE, B.Sc, LL.D 

One of the Seven Founders of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

 

 On this the 100
th

 Anniversary of the founding of the CNIB. One of Canada's oldest and 

most respected charities. Since 1918, CNIB has been dedicated to independence and self-determination 

for Canadians with vision loss. Today, it is Canada's primary provider of vision support services and also 

works to safeguard the vision health of all Canadians. It might be nice to remember its historical 

relationship with Lennox and Addington County. 

 There are few stories forged out of the Great War as inspirational as that of Edwin Albert 

Baker, advocate for the visually impaired and charter member of the Canadian National Institute 

for the Blind. Baker was born 09 January, 1893 in a hamlet called Kent, Ernesttown Township, 

Lennox and Addington County to John Wesley Baker and Phillipa Martha Brown Makin who 

operated his parents farm, William and Jane Baker. According to the 1878 Meacham Map owned 70 

acres at the end of Bayview Road on Parrott's Bay at Nicholson's Point or the 'Floating Bridge' along The 

Loyalist Parkway, Highway 33 or the Bath Road today, east of the present day Parrott's Bay Conservation 

Area. The house was “a three storey square house built by Edwin's great grandfather and where his 

grandfather and father had been born as well as Edwin.” 
 He attended the local schools by “trudging the Bath Road to school.” culminating by 

obtaining a Bachelor of Science Degree from Queen's University in Electrical Engineering in 

1914. Fresh out of university Edwin enlisted February 8
th

, 1915 at 21 years 9 months and 

qualified for the rank of Lieutenant with the Royal Canadian Engineers. His Attestation Papers 

indicate his height as 5 feet, 9 1/2 inches; complexion fair; eyes blue; hair brown; scar on left 

thumb and left knee. In April 1915 he embarked for England with the 6
th

 Field Company, 2
nd

 

Division, Canadian Engineers. 6th
 Field Company Engineers: 110 men left Queen's University in 

January 1915 to train in Ottawa prior to joining  the Second Contingent of the Canadian Expeditionary 

Force, as officers, sappers, drivers or mechanics. 
 Less than one month after arriving in France in September 1915. Edwin suffered “total 

loss of sight in both eyes” due to a sniper's shot at Kemmell, France on the October 10
th

,  1915. 

He became the first Canadian officer to lose his sight in the war. 
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Telegram received by his parents, 14 October, 1915 

 “After his initial treatment, he was sent to St. Dunstan's Hospital for the War Blinded in 

London, England run by Sir Arthur Pearson. It was there that Baker learned various skills to 

facilitate his return to society, such as reading Braille and typing. While at St. Dunstan's, Sir 

Arthur Pearson was amazed at the unprecedented recovery and ability that Edwin had in coping 

with his visual impairment.” The many letters to Baker's family from Pearson, along with 

Edwin's correspondence and photographs are found in the holdings of Library and Archives 

Canada. 

 “When E.A. Baker returned to Canada after his rehabilitation at St. Dunstan's  he brought 

with him a belief in the importance of good grooming and attention to personal appearances. He 

recognized that his future work life would be in offices, not farms or factories, and he felt he 

needed to equip himself for that reality.” www.thatallmayread.ca It was still a considerable 

challenge, as there were few social services available and most people with vision loss tended to 

be dependent on their families. 

 Undaunted, Baker obtained a position at the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Commission. 

In his spare time, he joined the board of the Canadian Free Library for the Blind as a volunteer 

and helped found CNIB along with six other Library Volunteers in 1918. Dr. Charles Carruthers, 

Dr. Charles Dickson, George Plaxton, Sherman Swift, Alexander Viets, Lewis Wood. Several of whom 

were blind or served in the military who recognized the demand for support for the many veterans 

returning from World War I. Among them were a solicitor, two Doctors, an electrical engineer, an 

insurance professional, an accomplished fundraiser and a librarian who spoke seven languages. All were 

passionate about the rights of people with vision loss and believed strongly that Canadians without sight 

should be able to shape their own destiny, speak for themselves and be heard. 
 Edwin met his future wife Jessie (nicknamed Bill) Robinson at her parents’ home on 

Wellesley Street, Toronto, John Robinson (Black Jack) Robinson, editor of the Toronto Telegram 

newspaper and Jessie Simpson Robinson. Edwin and Jessie were married December 16, 1919, 

the anniversary of Edwin's parents wedding, at St. James's Presbyterian Church, where Jessie's 

parents were married, by Rev. C.A. Simpson a Methodist minister from Brampton. They 

proceeded to reside at 56 Murray Street, Toronto. Then about 1922 they purchased property on 

Russell Hill Road in Forest Hill Village, Toronto where they built a home designed by Jessie's 

sister Judith. Edwin and Jessie had four children: John Baker, David Baker, Phillip Edwin Derry 

Baker and Judith Baker. 

 Edwin, while he was working for Ontario Hydro-Electric, purchased 50 acres of property 

on the water at Parrott's Bay. In the 1920's they built a cottage there for the family to retreat to in 

the summer. In 1957, Edwin and Jessie were involved in a single vehicle accident while 

travelling to Parrott's Bay when Jessie lost control of their sports car when a tire blew just after it 

crossed the double railway tracks entering Napanee. Jessie was hospitalized for months in 

Toronto. Eventually, after he retired in 1962, they built a retirement home of limestone and 

timber designed again by his sister-in-law. 

 During his tenure as Managing Director (1920-1962) he built the organization from a 

http://www.thatallmayread.ca/
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staff of three and a handful of volunteers to include more than 50 offices from coast to coast. His 

leadership resulted in the erection of the CNIB complex, November 11, 1954, on Bayview 

Avenue in Toronto, near Sunnybrook Hospital which houses administration offices, classrooms 

and residences. He sponsored ophthalmic surveys and medical aid for aboriginal Canadians in 

the far north, helped organize the first mass survey of school children in Toronto, which led to 

the establishment of classes for people with vision loss, and oversaw the first national survey of 

the incidence and causes of vision loss in Canada. “Forty-two years of unrelenting and 

unsurpassed service in the alleviation of blindness.” 

 Lieutenant-Colonel Edwin Albert Baker died on April 7, 1968. 

 

 In his sermon at the funeral service, the Reverend John Neal of Beulah United Church, 

4949 Loyalist Parkway, Parrott's Bay, Ernestown Township, Lennox and Addington County, this 

is where Edwin had gone to Sunday School and where he had learned many of the sturdy principles by 

which he lived when it was Beulah Methodist Church, said, “The Colonel learned in life...how to turn 

stumbling blocks into stepping stones. His life has displayed, to us, the great things that can be 

done with affliction when it is faced with courage and determination. We are richer because he 

passed our way.” A.N. Magill, Managing Director of CNIB (1962-1973) said, “Colonel Baker 

won the admiration, respect and affection of thousands, both blind and sighted across Canada, 

the United States and Europe.” “I think an outstanding quality was his great faith in the ability of 

blind people.” 

 

Beulah Methodist Church today 

 

 Baker's interests extended far beyond his own organization. He served as president of the 

World Council for the Welfare of the Blind, for three terms, and was, for many years, the only 

lay member of the Canadian Ophthalmological Society. He was a member of the National 

Advisory Council on the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons for 10 years and was involved in the 

formation of the Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind in London, England. As a veteran 

of World War I, Edwin Baker continued to actively participate in military and veterans' affairs. 

He was honorary chairman of the National Council of Veterans Associations in Canada; honorary 

president of the War Pensioners of Canada; a life member of the Canadian Legion and the Army, 

Navy and Air Force Veterans in Canada; and honorary dominion president, Canadian Corps 

Association. He was vice-president and later secretary of the Sir Arthur Pearson Association of 

War Blinded. Edwin in his house on Russell Hill Road and Parrott's Bay had an extensive 

woodworking shop where he worked in the evenings for his enjoyment and recreation. 

 

Awards During His Life  
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Military Cross 1916 

Croix de Guerre 1918 

King's Silver Jubilee Award 1935 

King's Coronation Medal 1937 

Order of British Empire 1934-1937 

Promoted to rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 1938 

Toronto Civic Award 1945 

Leslie Dana Medal 1954-1955 

Migel Medal from the American Foundation for the Blind 

Shotwell Memorial Award: American Association for the Blind 

Helen Keller Award 1960 

Canadian Council of the Blind Award 1964 

Companion of the Order of Canada November 24, 1967 by Rt. Hon. Roland Michener 

Royal Bank Centennial Award 1968 

Resources for Further Study 

The full story of Edwin Albert Baker lies in the vault at the CNIB – 1,500 pages of notes. 

Library and Archives Canada www.bac-lac.gc.ca MG30C103 vol.2 

Edwin Albert Baker Fonds data2.archives.ca/pdf/pdf001/p000000928.pdf 

www.thatallmayread.ca 

No Compromise: The Story of Colonel Baker and the CNIB Marjorie Wilkins Campbell 1965 

Oral History Project of Marjorie Wilkins Campbell 1962-1963 

Fifty Tales of Toronto Donald Jones chapter 17 

Heritage Canada: Loyalist Parkway Plaques 

CNIB History Synopsis 

 

 

 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/
http://www.thatallmayread.ca/
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