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Society Contact Information 

 

Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 392, 
Napanee, Ontario 
K7R 3P5 
613-354-3027 
www.lennoxandaddingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
 
Executive 
 
President: Jane Scott jescott@kos.net 
Past President: Jennifer Bunting 
1st & 2nd Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Hammond 
Robert.Hammond99@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Weese 
Newsletter Editor & Event Director: Trudy Morris 
Webmaster: Robert Hammond 
Newsletter Mailings: Marjorie Findlay 
 
Lennox and Addington County Museum 
97 Thomas Street East, Napanee K7R 4B9 
Tel. 613-354-3027 Fax: 613-354-3112 
Archivist: Kim Kerr 
Curator: JoAnne Himmelman, extension 3506 
 
Macpherson House 
Attention: Stephen Paul,  
L & A County Tourism and Economic Dev’t Office 
613-354-4883 
www.lennox-addington.on.ca 

 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to the County Chronicle. 

We reserve the right to edit copy. Please send 
submissions to Jane Scott  jescott@kos.net  
       
Reprinting of articles must be accompanied by 
acknowledgement of the Society, Issue, and date. .All 
photos credits and bylines must be retained. 
 
  

Country Chronicle Burke Printing, Napanee Ontario 

www.burkeprinting.ca 

Community Events in November 
 

Adolphustown –Fredericksburgh Heritage 
Society’s AGM will be held the evening of 

November 22 2017  
 

We are looking to fill the vacant Office of 
Secretary. The work of the Secretary consists 
primarily of preparing agendas and minutes for 
our six to eight meetings per year, but also 
involves managing official correspondence 
regarding the Society.   
If you would like to join the AFHS Executive as 
Secretary please contact Angela Cronk at 613-373-
8888 or angelacronk@gmail.com prior to the 
November meeting.  

 
United Empire Loyalists, Kingston Branch 

Saturday, December 2, 12:30 
St. Paul’s Church Hall, 137 Queen St. 
 Kingston 

 

Speaker:  Adriane VanSeggelen, Conservator at 
the Archives of Ontario, will present “Accessing 
and Preserving Family Heirlooms”. Her focus will 
be paper artifacts – documents, photographs, 
great-grandma’s bible. Be sure to mention it to all 
your friends: even those not deeply into family 
history are certain to have something that has 
been handed down to them from older relatives. 
Special treatment is often required to ensure that 
such items last. 
 Join us for the optional Sandwich ‘n’ Squares 
lunch, 11:30 a.m. for 11:45 sitting. Cost $3.50 for 
those not asked to bring contributions. Lunching 
together is a great way to get to know others 
interested in history and heritage. 
Please note the earlier times than normal, to 
accommodate our speaker’s train times. We will 
start her speech promptly at 12:30 p.m. 
The AGM will immediately follow the speaker. 
Visitors who are not members are welcome to 
stay for the AGM: we’ll keep it short 
Sincerely,  
Nancy Cutway UE 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.lennox-addington.on.ca/
mailto:jescott@kos.net


November 2017  Lennox & Addington Historical Society 

3 
 

 

President’s Message 
 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New |Year. 
 

Next year there will be a 50
th

 Celebration of the Macpherson House. In the following article by 

Jane Foster, she has authored a wonderful article and accompanied photos of the Historical 

Society efforts to bring the House back to the former glory as a substantial building in Lennox 

and Addington County. 

 

As well, a visit in November from Mike Bromley at the Lennox and Addington County Museum 

& Archives was a reminder of the LAHS past projects. Mike Bromley, a stone carver whose 

business Signs from Above was in Ancaster received an assignment for an order of slate plaques 

from the Society. Purchases included The Macpherson House, the William Grange House and 

Cora Reid LAHS member. Cora stated the plaque was carved with the year the house was built 

and has lasted very well. The William Grange House on the house 0f Martine Wright. In 2006, 

Mike Bromley moved to Wolfe Island and is a member of the Wolfe Island Historical Society. If 

you are interested in his stone carving please visit the website: signsfromabove.com. 

 

Jane Scott 

 

Historical Plaque at Macpherson House 
 

 
Photo: Jane Scott 
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The Society’s Diamond Jubilee and Centennial Project 

This year, Canadians are celebrating 150 years of nationhood. For those of us who are now 

classed as boomers, the 1967 Centennial brings back memories of the Centennial Train and 

Caravan, Expo 67, hippies, mini skirts, Jackie Kennedy dresses and pillbox hats. Youthful 

celebrations of past history and optimistic future visions captured the imagination of a nation.   

Local newspapers from 1967 are filled with reports of costumed banquets and balls, winter 

carnivals, horse races, fashion shows, sports days, pioneer days, golf tournament and antiques 

shows.  Centennial Spectaculars, travelled across the country, stopping in town and cities. Both 

the Centennial Caravan and the Canadian Tire Centennial Tour of Classic and Antique Cars 

Centennial spectaculars visited Napanee.  Local organizers chartered buses to take people to 

the Military Tattoo in Kingston and Tyrone Guthrie’s Historical Pageant on Parliament Hill in 

Ottawa.  Via Rail offered special rates to Expo 67 in Montreal.   

For the Lennox and Addington Historical Society, it was a time to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee 

with a costumed banquet. Dr. Allan Walters, senior physician at Toronto General and associate 

professor of medicine and psychiatry at the University of Toronto, presented nine paintings by 

Orval Madden to the Society. These were commissioned as his personal centennial project in 

memory of his father, Charles Walters, who had served as Manager of the Public Utilities 

Commission for over sixty years.  

The Society’s main project, however, was completion of the restoration of the Macpherson 

House.  Since May 1962, the Macpherson House had been a hive of activity as dedicated 

volunteers worked to restore the House to its early nineteenth century character under the 

direction of Peter Stokes, restoration architect who had advised on the restoration of Upper 

Canada Village. Stokes requested that the work be done using tools similar to those used by the 

original builders of the historic house so that “this will be a restoration, not just a patch up job.” 

In May 1967, Centennial maple trees, planted two years ago in a nursery bed at the Allan 

Macpherson House, were transplanted to prepared spots on the grounds by students of the 

NDSS Forestry Club, under the supervision of their teacher, Ken Klinck. Town and County 
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officials kicked off the tree planting ceremony.  The Centennial maples had been obtained by 

Edward Esdon from the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests, as part of a Centennial tree 

and shrub planting program started in 1965 for elementary and secondary school students. 

Tended by Brownies, Guides, Explorers and 

Scouts, some saplings had grown to 6 feet.  

Sponsors could buy a tree for $5.00.  The named 

trees were planted in row on the west side of 

the property and in a grove on the slope to the 

east of the House. As well, volunteers planted 

flowers, clumps of shrubs and other trees.  

Centennial maples still shade the House on the 

north side and daffodils still break into a 

profusion of bloom along the riverbank each spring.  

In July 1967, Society volunteers were still readying the House opening.  Layers of paint were 

removed from the woodwork in all the rooms, in preparation for painting the woodwork in a 

period colour scheme.  A team of high school students including Susan Klinck, Norma and 

Dorothy Brown, Patty Steinman, Angela Reid, Kathy and Debbie Hay, Christine Casey, Betty 

Case, assisted occasionally by Doug Woolsey and Dave Gordon, worked diligently, applying 29 

gallons of remover to the woodwork. But, in June, a team of women took over removing the 

paint and a month later had finished. The team included Mrs. Norman (Helen) Hutchison, Mrs. 

Earl (Jean) Morrison, Mrs. Lorne (Louise) Graves, Mrs. Robert Wilson; Mrs. Kenneth Klinck, Mrs. 

Ralph Dale, Mrs. Jim (Bessie) Eadie, Mrs. 

Tony Jennings, Mrs. Hugh(Marie) 

Ramsay and Miss Lepha Woods.   The 

ambitious volunteers welcomed 

Dupont’s donation of 10 gallons of 

paint, declaring that they could certainly 

meet the Company’s condition that 

volunteers apply the paint. Three of the 

student volunteers, Debby Hay, Angela 

Reid and Patty Steinman, came back to 

help apply the paint and new teenage 

volunteers, Gillian Bowles and Ann Morrow, joined in. Vernon Smith who came, and was 

charmed by the old House and its possibilities, joined the ranks of volunteers.   

The wide pine board floors of the hall, morning room and dining room, had been sanded and 

were ready for finishing. The floor boards were painted a yellowish-brown to match the original 

colour. The kitchen was painted with gray woodwork, whitewashed walls and gay turkey red 
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curtains were hung in the windows. The paint was mixed with lamp black as it was in the 19th 

century. By August, restoration work was far 

enough along to open the House to visitors.  

Three rooms had been furnished from the 

Society’s collection and some loaned items.  

The furnishings committee included Mrs. 

Norman Hutchison, Mrs. Sally Earle, Mrs. 

Hugh Ramsay, Miss Lepha Woods, Miss 

Hazel VanAlstine, Mrs. H.C. Burleigh, and 

Thomas Riedel of Willowbank Forge.  

Furnishings consultant, Jeanne Minhinnick 

of Milford, in charge of furnishings and gardens at Upper Canada Village, and Mrs. G.F. Stanley. 

Members of the Society took responsibility for curating various rooms: Sally Earle, the morning 

room; Lepha Woods, the office in the former hall bedroom; and Marie Ramsay the dining room.  

The Macpherson House was opened quietly to the public on Saturday afternoon, August 5, 

1967 after six years of restoration work and a total expenditure of more than $40,000. To 

access grants, the House had been turned over to the County of Lennox and Addington, with 

the restoration work and fund raising still being undertaken by the Society. There were no 

official opening ceremonies since restoration work was still in progress.  

Sidelights for the upstairs hallway, door-frames and trim, the surround for the kitchen fire-

place, wall paper for the parlour and doors for the morning room and Henrietta’s room 

remained to be completed. $2000 dollars had been donated for windows and doors, with 

names on them.  Eaves troughs and a cedar shake roof for the main portion of the House, and 

restoration of the shutters remained to be completed. 

The official opening would take place a year later on the Civic Weekend. In 2018, Macpherson 

House will celebrate the 50th anniversary of its official opening, a legacy to the pioneering work 

of the Society in its preservation and restoration, and over 50 years of dedicated support since 

the project began. In 2014, the House was reunited with the Lennox and Addington County 

Museum and Archives.  

If you look up when you enter the Macpherson House hallway, you will note a 1967 Centennial 

bronze plaque above the door to the winter kitchen.     

Jane Foster 

The Lennox and Addington County Museum and Archives, 97 Thomas Street East, Napanee, is open Monday to 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., excluding Statutory Holidays.  The Historical Society’s extensive documentary collection 
and the Macpherson House were transferred to the County of Lennox and Addington in 2014.   
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Rebuilding an 1800’s Barn 

This story combines the love of two kinds that happened at the same time, both enduring; the love of 

two hearts and an older barn needing restoration. The two coincided at the same time, a young man in 

asking his love’s father for her hand in marriage and the future site for the wedding.  The father’s 

property was an ideal location with an original farm barn. As 

the couple desired a country location this was idyllic.  The 

barn on inspection could not be restored as the footings were 

just rubble stone and unable to withstand any restoration and 

the future intregy of the old timbers .The barn would have to 

be rebuilt with the dissembling of the barn and a new 

foundation.  

A building team was assembled by Steve Dick, a specialist in 

timber and frame building and a master carpenter, also he was the fiancé! 

There are many articles and books for assembling a timber barn but not many how to reconstruct a 

beam barn from the foundation up. Safety was a key factor with removing the roof and the old beams. 

Some beams were unable to reuse as the elements of weather and time had decreased their usefulness. 

The photo to the right illustrates the ingenuity and 

craftsmanship of the previous builder. The trees 

were probably felled on the property and with axes 

and adzes formed into similar lengths and widths. 

Note the rubble stone foundation, boulders 

perhaps removed from some of the working fields. 

At this point, the full frame was revealed and a full 

evaluation of the timbers could be judged as those 

which were able to be saved.  

Several beams were unable to be reused so a plan had to be developed to find other beams to replace 

them. A difficult search would be to find other beams. Where did Steve start?  Many older barns in 

Ontario and in Lennox and Addington County had been sold to USA contractors in the 2000’s, when 

demand for Barn homes was prominent and demand could not be filled in the United States.  

As Steve was an observer of beamed barns in the area, a fallen barn was purchased that was located 

within 8 km. This barn was the exact size and construction of the future rebuilt barn. One assumes the 

same building crew built both barns. 

A large basement foundation was dug to accommodate future use, electrical space and storage. 
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With the foundation completed and fully curried the reconstruction started. The team were facing a 

time squeeze as the wedding date had been set, invitations mailed out and the decorations for the barn 

in progress. Along with old beam barn construction, the old tools and methods needed to be used. 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Day Trudy Morris (left), Jane Scott (right) 

posing with new LAHS yard sign and the 

updated panels on the Lennox and 

Addington display panels. 

Below left: Area Bus Tour  

Below Right: Dowsng/Witching 


