
 
May 2017 Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
 

 

 
  

President’s Message & AGM 2017 3 

Research at the Archives Jane Foster 4-6 

Young Pilot by George Henderson 7-8 

Christmas Doll House 9 

  

Our 112th Year 

Issue 2017– 2 

2017 Annual General Meeting  



May 2017  Lennox & Addington Historical Society 

2 
 

 
  

 
Contributors – Jane Foster, George Henderson, 

Sharon Cadieux, Jane Scott 
Cover Photo: Reproduced courtesy: Jane Scott 

 
Society Contact Information 

 

Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 392, 
Napanee, Ontario 
K7R 3P5 
613-354-3027 
www.lennoxandaddingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
 
Executive 
 
President: Jane Scott jescott@kos.net 
Past President: Jennifer Bunting 
1st & 2nd Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Hammond 
Robert.Hammond99@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Weese 
Newsletter Editor & Event Director: Trudy Morris 
Webmaster: Robert Hammond 
Newsletter Mailings: Marjorie Findlay 
 
Lennox and Addington County Museum 
97 Thomas Street East, Napanee K7R 4B9 
Tel. 613-354-3027 Fax: 613-354-3112 
Archivist: Kim Kerr 
Curator: JoAnne Himmelman, extension 3506 
 
Macpherson House 
Attention: Stephen Paul,  
L & A County Tourism and Economic Dev’t Office 
613-354-4883 
www.lennox-addington.on.ca 

 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to the County Chronicle. 

We reserve the right to edit copy. Please send 
submissions to Jane Scott  jescott@kos.net  
       
Reprinting of articles must be accompanied by 
acknowledgement of the Society, Issue, and date. .All 
photos credits and bylines must be retained. 
 
  

Country Chronicle Burke Printing, Napanee Ontario 
www.burkeprinting.ca 

Community Events in May 
 

Adolphustown-Fredericksburg Dinner 
Heritage Spring Dinner 

Roast Beef 
Wednesday May 10th 2017 
South Fredericksburgh Hall 

2748 County Road 8 
Tickets $18 

Viewing 5:30 pm Dinner 6:30 pm 
Featuring 

Storytellers of Adolphustown and Fredericksburgh 
Special Display 1929 Signature Quilt 

 
Contact Kathy Staples 613-767-3100 

Kathystaples0@gmail.com 
 

 
 

United Empire Loyalists, Kingston Branch 
Tuesday, May 30, 1917 
Minos, Kingston 12:00 

 
Your members may be interested in attending the annual 
Spring Luncheon of the Kingston and District Branch, 
United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada. 
  
On Tuesday, May 30th we’ll gather at Minos Village 
Restaurant, 2762 Princess Street – lots of free parking – 
after 11:30 a.m., for a 12:00 noon seating.  
  
Our speaker will be Dr. David More. His talk will be about 
the travel of the early settlers from Sorel to Ontario, the 
Quebec loyalists who were part of the battles, and a huge 
part of the travel, the Quebec boatmen, Carleton Island 
and the conditions under which our ancestors were 
conveyed to their settlement areas. And it will also 
include how this shipping work affected numerous places 
along the way including Kingston as a ship-building port. 
So even those who are not of Loyalist descent will find the 
information about Kingston history of interest. 
  
Cost is $30. Attendees will be asked to select their entrée 
ahead of time from the menu provided, which will be on 
our website www.uelac.ca/kingston 
<http://www.uelac.ca/kingston> within a couple of days, 
together with details on ordering tickets. 
 Sincerely,  
Nancy Cutway UE 

 
 

 
 

http://www.lennox-addington.on.ca/
mailto:jescott@kos.net
mailto:Kathystaples0@gmail.com
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President’s Message 
 
The Lennox & Addington Historical Society Annual General Meeting met Tuesday 18, 2017 at 
the Lennox & Addington County Museum and Archives with sixteen members attending. The 
budget, financial report, membership and past events were provided to members. The LAHS 
Byelaw 1 was reviewed and passed with a majority. This deleted references to the Macpherson 
House. 
The members adjourned to The Tuesday Night at the Museum presentation by Ted Barris, a 
noted author “Victory at Vimy Ridge: Canada Comes of Age”. Being the 100th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge, the author Ted Barris illustrates the four day battle with 80,000 Canadians 
on April 9-12, 1917. Mr. Barris was a very energetic and engaging speaker and stayed later to 
sign his books. All members appreciated the speaker and opportunity to engage him in 
questions as well. 
 

 Jane Scott 
 

 
 

Barbara Weese with Ted Barris 
 

 
Photo: Jane Scott 
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Using Ancestry to unravel the puzzle 

Last fall, when a friend was moving, I was asked to assist with 

putting together the story of a sideboard that had been purchased 

about fifteen years previous at an auction in Belleville’s east end, 

in the vicinity of the Masonic Temple.  

The construction and style of the sideboard dated it to about 

1870.  The arched backboard and lower portion both had a 

consistent darkened patina on the back. The construction 

suggested local manufacture but the Solomon’s seal or Star of 

David applied to the arched backboard gave the sideboard 

uniqueness.  

 

 

                                                                                             The sideboard was donated to the Canadian 

Museum of Fraternal Orders in Napanee. When 

the sideboard arrived, staff discovered an 

envelope wedged inside on of the drawers. It 

was addressed to Bert Doctor on Victoria 

Street, Belleville, from the Friendship Chapter 

of the Royal Arch Masons. Recalling that the 

stone building which stood, until recently, 

across from the train station on Station Street 

in Belleville was known as Doctor’s hotel, I 

spent a few hours trolling Ancestry sources: 

census, birth, marriage and death records.  The 

spelling in most early records was Docter. Spelling often varies in the original sources and even 

more so in the transcriptions on Ancestry!  When using Ancestry, one has to make allowances 

for these variations. Although the Search features on Ancestry make it much easier to locate 
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possible people, the plethora of possibilities sometimes complicates the search.  By narrowing 

the geographic parameters, and hopping between English and Canadian records, I was able to 

piece together some family background. I have found it generally more successful to work 

methodically back in time from what is known rather than jumping into the plethora and trying 

to make ends meet. 

William Docter was born at Docter’s Commons, a hamlet near London, in 1834.  He was the son 

of William Ball Docter, a bricklayer, and his wife Susannah (also Hannah or Anne). On the 1841 

UK Census, Hannah Docter, 20, William 7 and Thomas 5 are listed in the household and by the 

1851 census; Hannah was widowed, living in Surrey with two of her daughters. 

William immigrated to Canada in 1854 and worked as a foreman with Starling and Arkle, 

contractors for the Grand Trunk Railway. Here, he married Anne Middlemas, twelve years his 

younger, who had emigrated with her father Joseph, a blacksmith, in 1856.  A son William was 

born in 1864. 

                                                          By 1864, William Docter operated the Prince of Wales Saloon, 

with a grocery department, near the Grand Trunk Station. A 

few years later, accommodation for overnight guests was 

added and it became known as the Prince of Wales Hotel also 

serving meals and offering the choicest wines, liquors and ales 

in the saloon.  By the 1871 census, William is listed as a hotel 

keeper.                                                                                                                                      

From 1886, Docter’s hotel was on the south side of Railway 

Street, opposite the railway station. 

Another son, Bertram was born in 1885. In 1912, Bertram 

married Lilian Kathleen Elvins from another English family who 

also settled in Thurlow Township. The wedding took place at 

St. Thomas Church, Belleville.  Bertram worked as a machinist. 

When Bertram’s father, William died in 1903, it was one of the largest funerals that Belleville 

had known.  William was the oldest past master of Moira Lodge and also a member of the 

Chapter (Royal Arch Masons) and Preceptory (Knights Templar). He was also a member of the 

Oxford Lodge, Sons of England. 

More research is needed to determine how Bertram acquired the piece, but it seems likely that 

Bertram inherited the sideboard from his father who was prominent in the Lodge. The five 

pointed star was associated with the Royal Arch Masons. Or, is it possible, that the family later 

applied the Solomon’s seal to a family sideboard, perhaps when William died? 
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For interest, Ann Susanna, a daughter of William Docter, went to the Isle of Wight with the 

Couldreys, a family of artists who lived just west of Belleville, when they returned home.  She 

later inherited their collection of art, furniture and china, which she donated to the City of 

Belleville for a museum and art gallery.   The Couldrey collection is at Glanmore National 

Historic Site. The Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings County in Belleville, now in 

modern new quarters in the Belleville Public Library, provided the digital image of Doctor’s 

Hotel and research assistance. 

Jane Foster 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Lennox and Addington County Museum and Archives, 97 Thomas Street East, Napanee, is 
open Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., excluding Statutory Holidays.  The Historical 
Society’s extensive documentary collection and the Macpherson House were transferred to the 
County of Lennox and Addington in 2014.   

 

YOUNG BRITISH PILOT KILLED IN 1943 
AIR CRASH NEAR WILTON 

 
By George Henderson 

 
Photo Courtesy:  Cataraqui Cemetery Craig Boals 
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 Late on the afternoon of April 1, 1943 a yellow Harvard training plane carrying only the 
pilot crashed on a farm on a quiet country road west of Wilton. The plane exploded when it 
hit the ground.  The pilot was killed instantly. 
 The young pilot was Hugh Victor Laing. Born on June 21, 1924 he was the son of Hugh 
Victor Laing and Elizabeth Laing, of Fenham, Newcastle-on-the Tyne. Fenham is a suburb of 
the city of Newcastle. He had two sisters: Alice and Elizabeth. 
 Laing was training at the Norman Rogers Airport, Kingston, as part of the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan initiated by the Governments of Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, in 1939. During the Second World War 
Canada trained over 131,000 pilots under the Plan. 
 Winston Churchill referred to the Plan as Canada’s greatest contribution to the Allied 
Victory. President Franklin Roosevelt made reference to it as “the aerodrome of 
democracy.” 

Laing was given a full military funeral at St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston. Six of his 
fellow airmen acted as pallbearers. He was buried in the Military Section of the Cataraqui 
Cemetery, just outside of the city of Kingston. 

This sad story typifies the horror of war at its worst. One day in 1942 this eighteen-year 
old man walked out of his home in Fenham, England and said good-by to his parents and 
sisters. He probably told them that he would be home soon. He, no doubt, expected to be 
back to Britain in a few months flying a British aircraft in the gigantic war, which was raging 
at the time. When the war was over he would live out his life as all of us hope to do. 
Instead it ended in a fiery crash in a Canadian farmer’s pasture field 

Within the next days hundreds of people from Wilton and district converged upon the 
crash site. In a significant way it was the first real touch the people of Wilton had to the 
tragedy of war at home. While many young men from Wilton served overseas during the 
war only one from Wilton was killed. During the last day of the war Reginald Booth 
Scouteni lost his life near the border of Holland and Germany. 

On V.E. Day, (May 8, 1945) on the day following the end of the war in Europe, King 
George VI, in a radio broadcast to the people of Britain and the British Empire said: 

 

“Let us remember those who will not come back, their constancy and 
courage in battle, their sacrifice and endurance in the face of a 
merciless enemy: let us remember the men in all the Services and the 
women in all the Services who laid down their lives. We have come 
to the end of our tribulations, and they are not with us at the 
moment of our rejoicing.” 
 
 

1Reginald was the son of Harry and May York Scouten. He is buried in the Holten Canadian War 
Memorial Cemetery in the Netherlands. 
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Christmas Day at the Doll House 
By Jane Scott 

 
Sharon Cadieux, a longtime Historical member has a 
passion for Doll Houses... I was able to visit her at 
home and was wowed over by this specially built 
Doll House by her husband Rene. The house is 
chocked full of special items related to their family 
miniature photos of relatives, tiny books and an 
attic with spinning wheels and wool. Christmas 
season is a special event with miniature Christmas 
lights, turkey dinner on the table and fireplaces lit 
for warmth, with the stockings on the mantle. The 
historical tour of the house was fascinating and was 

my wonder of the season. Here is the kitchen with 
appliances, pets sugar, salt shakers, pots and pans, ironing 
board, more than what is in my kitchen. A properly 
appointed kitchen. 
 The small dining 
room has sideboard, 
plates on the walls, 
lights and ceiling fan 
that works. Hand 
crafts abound with 
embroider wall 
hangings and in the 
bedrooms curtain, 
bedcoverings and 
pictures. Hard to 

remember this is just in miniature and not photos of a 
historical house. 
 
 

                                                           
 
i 

 

Trudy Morris (left), Jane Scott (right) 

posing with new LAHS yard sign and the 

updated panels on the Lennox and 

Addington display panels. 

Below left: Area Bus Tour  

Below Right: Dowsng/Witching 

graves in the Old Hay 

Bay Church Cemetery 


