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Society Contact Information 

 

Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 392, 
Napanee, Ontario 
K7R 3P5 
613-354-3027 
www.lennoxandaddingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
 
Executive 
 
President: Jane Scott jescott@kos.net 
Past President: Jennifer Bunting 
1st & 2nd Vice President: Vacant 
Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Hammond 
Robert.Hammond99@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Weese 
Newsletter Editor & Event Director: Trudy Morris 
Webmaster: Robert Hammond 
Newsletter Mailings: Marjorie Findlay 
On Executive, Ex-Officio 
Jane Foster, Manager, Lennox and Addington County 
Museum jfoster@lennox-addington.on.ca 
 
Lennox and Addington County Museum 
97 Thomas Street East, Napanee K7R 4B9 
Tel. 613-354-3027 Fax: 613-354-3112 
Archivist: Kim Kerr 
Curator: JoAnne Himmelman, extension 3506 
 
Macpherson House 
Attention: Stephen Paul,  
L & A County Tourism and Economic Dev’t Office 
613-354-4883 
www.lennox-addington.on.ca 

 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to the County Chronicle. 

We reserve the right to edit copy. Please send 
submissions to Jane Scott  jescott@kos.net  
       
Reprinting of articles must be accompanied by 
acknowledgement of the Society, Issue, and date. .All 
photos credits and bylines must be retained. 
  

Country Chronicle Burke Printing, Napanee Ontario 
www.burkeprinting.ca 

 
L&A Townships 

Tours 
Loyalist Township 

 

 
 

L-R Rick Breese, Judith Harrower, Jane Scott, Fania Schsmehorn, 
 Robert Hammond, Jim Hagedorn   
LAHS Executive member, Jane Scott visited the 
Loyalist Township Public Presentation of the 
Regulations of the Township Cemeteries. This was 
in accordance with the Ontario Funeral, Burial and 
Cremation Services Act. A summary and 
PowerPoint presentation of some Loyalist 
Township Cemeteries included the number of 
burials on file, earliest known burials, earliest year 
of birth, burial by age, the most common surname 
and death by month. Amherst Island Cemeteries 
are in process of being researched and analyzed 
by Judith Harrower. LAHS Robert Hammond was 
a member of the Loyalist Committee. 
 

Land of Lakes Traditional Music Hall of Fame 
Cloyne  

 

 
 

The objectives of the Music Hall of Fame are the 
recognition and appreciation for performers and 
promoters in the Land of Lakes region. Plaques 
and recognition were presented at the Flinton 
Community Jamboree this year. LAHS supported 
the Music Hall of Fame with a donation in this 
initial year. Robert Taylor Chair of the Steering 
Committee requested the LAHS President Jane 
Scott to present at the September Annual General 
Meeting. 

http://www.lennox-addington.on.ca/
mailto:jescott@kos.net
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President’s Message 
 
The Lennox & Addington Historical Society is in a transition phase after LAHS’s 
extraordinaire collection and the Macpherson House were transferred to the Lennox and 
Addington County Museum and Archives in 2014.  With the collection at the County and 
an additional extension of the building, the County offers many of the topics which were 
part of LAHS monthly general meetings. The LAHS executive is meeting frequently with 
a view to the future, updating byelaws, redesigning the Website and reviewing benefits 
of the members. In this newsletter, LAHS articles and photos showed the new direction 
of LAHS by being active in Community events and supporting other Heritage Societies 
in the Lennox & Addington County. 
 
LAHS is grateful to the core members who continue to support the Society by their 
renewal membership and new members who have recently joined. 
The redesigned 2017 Membership Application/Renewal form is included in this mailing.  
LAHS has included the opportunity to receive the newsletter County Chronicle by e-mail 
but will  also continue to offer a paper issue presently. 
 
 
 Jane Scott 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lennox and Addington Historical 

Society 2017 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

Lennox & Addington County Museum and Archives 

Letter to Members with particulars in a March mailing. 
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Researching at the L&A County Archives 

Unravelling the puzzle 

A  recent Facebook post for the County Archives featured two researchers studying the 1836 

Elmore Map, one of the earliest maps showing settlement in the Midland District. This posting 

gave me reason to think about how sources referenced before take on a new dimension when 

combined with additional evidence.  

Research done over a hundred years ago by the Society’s longest serving President, W.S. 

Herrington and published as the History of the County of Lennox and Addington, makes our 

research so much easier today.  In the 1960’s and 1970’s, James A. Eadie, long- time member 

of the Historical Society and member of the History Department at NDSS,  spent hours “fishing” 

(his term) evidence from the local newspapers and documents in the Society’s collection.  He 

published his papers in Ontario History, the Society’s Papers and Records and in Historical 

Glimpses of Lennox and Addington, a volume edited for the County of Lennox and 

Addington’s 1964 centennial. 

For Glimpses, a color dustjacket was printed with Orval Madden’s painting of the Macpherson 

Mill which stood below the falls in Napanee until about 1910. In the Napanee chapter, Thomas 

Burrowes’ 1830 watercolour of a mill thought to be the Macpherson Mill was featured.  

At one of the Society meetings in the 1970’s, I recall a lively debate about the mill in the 

Burrowes’ sketch.  In this sketch, the river and the escarpment are behind the mill. Some 

argued that it was the Macpherson Mill while James Eadie observed that it couldn’t be.  When 

we were given permission by the Archives of Ontario to include this sketch in one of our 

displays, the enlargement clearly shows the river behind the mill and also, interestingly, shows a 

church with a rose window across the river.   

I was stopped recently on one of my weekly shopping jaunts and asked if the Macpherson 

House was the oldest building in Napanee. Another Burrowes’ sketch in the Village of Napanee 

shows the Macpherson House with a white board fence running the length of the Camden Road 

toward the river, and a large red building in the foreground.  An inn shows in this location on the 

1831 Benson Plan commissioned by John S. Cartwright.  A grist mill and sawmill are also 

located below the inn on the Richmond side of the river.  
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On the 1860 Walling Map, the triangle of land east of Adelphi Street was part of Cartwright’s Mill 

Reserve. By 1860, there were only three buildings in the triangle and the middle building was 

labelled    “Cartwright Estate’.  Land transfer books revealed that this building remained in the 

Cartwright estate until Richard John Cartwright sold it in 1907.  

Richard John Cartwright, Member of Parliament for Lennox and Addington in the 1860’s and 

1870’s,   was a grandson of Richard Cartwright UE, who purchased the mills at the falls in 1792. 

Allan Macpherson later leased this mill.  Richard Cartwright UE, is also known to have also 

established a tavern at Napanee.  In the Alfred Knight papers, also in the Society collection, 

there is a letter previously ferreted out by our former Archivist, Jennifer Bunting.  In this letter, 

dated 1897, Knight refers to Cartwright’s “very old house”, known as “Old Scotland”.  

When W. S. Herrington was writing his history, people told him about the old tavern, “the scene 

of many a lively scrimmage when whiskey was cheap.”  In the Society collection, there is a 

photograph taken by E.R. Checkley which shows the building about 1912. 

When completing an inventory of Pre-Confederation buildings for Canada’s Centennial in 1967, 

Judge Smith and Society volunteers recorded the red tavern as still standing and almost 50 

years later, it is still here.  The question is how old is it? It is at least as old as the Macpherson 

House since they are both shown in the same 1830’s watercolour.  But is it older?  Another 

obscure detail found in the Society’s Papers and Records was that a cutter was raffled at the 

tavern in 1825.  This puts the building close to the age of the Macpherson House which was 

built about 1826. But is the tavern older?  Possibly - in one of the early Kingston newspapers  

on Digital Kingston, there is a notice for a sabre found at the public house in Napanee in 1813. 

It seems likely that this is the tavern built by Richard Cartwright UE at Napanee and if so, then it 

very well may be the oldest building in Napanee. 

Recently, while moving computer files from one drive to another, I came across another 

interesting bit of research which Jennifer had extracted from the Cartwright Papers at Queen’s 

Archives. Tom Ramsay, friend of the young John A. Macdonald who came to practice law in 

Napanee, was secretary for the Napanee Presbyterian Church. So, it seems that the church 

across the river in the Burrowes’ watercolour may be the Napanee Presbyterian Church. Until 

Allan and Mary built the Macpherson House, they had lived across the river in the vicinity of the 

grist mill and may have attended this church.  The church near the Macpherson House, St. Mary 

Magdalene’s, was sponsored by John S. Cartwright in 1835. The Burrowes’ watercolour is 

1830, so the church in the watercolour is earlier. 

One day, I will open yet another document in the Archives and find another piece of the puzzle. 

Jane Foster, 
Manager, Museum and Archives 

 

Editor’s Note:  The Historical Society’s extensive documentary collection and the Macpherson 
House were transferred to the County of Lennox and Addington in 2014.  The County Museum 
and Archives is open Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., excluding Statutory Holidays. 
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Happy Birthday Cora Reid 

A milestone was reached and celebrated in November 2016 at 
the Lennox & Addington Museum and Archives. 
Cora Reid’s family wanted to acknowledge her 90 years with a 
gathering of family and friends with best wishes, sharing 
abundance of food and laughter of many remembrances. 
Cora has been a longtime supporter of the Lennox & Addington 
Historical Society and a noted genealogist. 

Cora has received many awards for her contribution including LAHS Volunteer Service Award 
10 years, Certificate of Appreciation in Community Service, Ontario Genealogical Society 
Volunteer Service Award 15 years and citation of Recognition. Dedicated Service Award from 
The Parke Society, Southgate Michigan USA 
 

Cloyne Pioneer Museum 

 

 

Barbara Weese LAHS Corresponding Secretary      Photo Jane Scott 

Cloyne & District Historical Society (CDHS) General Meeting 9th September 2016 was held in 

the Barrie Hall, Cloyne, Ontario. The guest speaker was Steve Manders who topic was Logging 

Routes in North Addington. Executive members Barbara Weese and Jane Scott attended the 

General Meeting which was well attended. The Pioneer Museum is opened from  spring to fall. 
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Roots 2016 Celebration 
Old Hay Bay Church 

(Photos Jane Scott) 

 
On August 26,27,28 2016, The Old Hay 
Bay Church Committee invited local groups 
or organizations i.e. local Historical 
Societies, United Empire Loyalists 
members, authors and artists to help celebrate Original settlers and families with historical roots 
to 1792 Old Hay Bay Church. The Lennox and Addington Historical Society was one of many 
participants to enjoy the historical grounds. There was an abundance of things to do. Speaker 
sessions (Jane Foster, L&A County Museum presented), a well-attended area bus tour, witching 
graves in the Old Hay Bay Church Cemetery and a Movie night with the showing of the video of 
the Drowning of 1819. On Sunday, the Annual Pilgrimage Service filled the pews with guest 
speaker Rev. Malcom Sinclair. Thanks to Kathy Staples, the organizer. 
 
 

   
 

 

 

Trudy Morris (left), Jane Scott (right) 

posing with new LAHS yard sign and the 

updated panels on the Lennox and 

Addington display panels. 

Below left: Area Bus Tour  

Below Right: Dowsing/Witching 

graves in the Old Hay 

Bay Church Cemetery 
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Dedication Ceremony at the Carscallen-Hinch Cemetery 
 

 
 

On Saturday 17, 2016, the local community and invite guests gathered under threatening skies 
to honour the settlers buried in the Carscallen –Hinch Cemetery. Located on a farm in the 1st 
Concession of the former Camden East Township, a small burial ground had been preserved by 
the Hinch family for 118 years. The Lennox & Addington Historical Society partnered on this 
project with the Carscallen–Hinch Committee of Lawrence Bell, Lynn Bell, Cora Reid, Rene and 
Sharon Cadieux. Gerald Hinch and his wife, the late Phyllis Brown had talked about marking the 
plot on the original Hinch Farm. They contacted the Bell descendants and the burial Site project 
was initiated. 
The first year the site was bulldozed, levelled and a granite stone placed for the mounting of the 
plaque The Committee commissioned a brass plaque and place markers at the corners with an 
enclosing chain. The Committee thanks all those who donated to the Cemetery which assisted 
in the success of the site. The plaque inscription is below. 

 
Carscallen-Hinch Farm Burial Site 

This tiny piece of land is the final resting place of some of the earliest Camden families. 
John Carscallen, the original owner (1828) and his wife Ester Fraser are almost certainly 
buried here. As Well as Philip Switzer, Ann Carscallen Bell and granddaughter Hannah 

Ann are known to be interred here. Others may include Bells, Carscallens, Finkles, 
Greers, Purcells, Switzers. 

 
Place by Descendants 2016 


