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Spring 2016 
 
April 9  AGM L&A Historical Society 

George Henderson 
“When I Was Young” 

 
George Henderson of Wilton illuminated Wilton as a 
close community with the school as a hub of activity.   
A slide show of past and present photos highlighted 
Wilton’s daily life. George welcomed a number of 
Wilton residents in the audience. 
 

 
 

 
May 14  Adolphustown-Fredericksburg 

Heritage Society 
 

LAHS Executive members, Barb Weese and Jane 
Scott joined with a large audience in attending the 
Book Launch of “Voices 2” at the South Fredericks 

Hall. Two years in the making, it highlights the 
remarkable stories of both present and past 

memories. Several of the contributors spoke and 
were warmly saluted for their community contribution.

 
L-R Judy Smith Susan Wright Jane Lovell 

Photo Jane Scott 

http://www.lennox-addington.on.ca/
mailto:jescott@kos.net


June 2016  Lennox & Addington Historical Society 

3 
 

Jennifer Bunting, Archivist, Historian and Society President 
 
The first time that I met Jennifer at the Museum was in the early 80’s.  She was wearing 
wellies, a green raincoat and driving a yellow hippy van.   Jennifer and Mark had bought 
the Shetlor place just west of Newburgh.  Mark had relocated from Transport Canada to 
Queen’s.  Jennifer had completed her M.F.A. at the University of Birmingham, preceded 
by a budding career in the Picture Division, Public Archives of Canada. 
 
Under a Bicentennial Heritage Project in the 1980’s, Jennifer prepared the first major 
indices to the archive collection since the Public Archives of Canada had completed an 
initial inventory in 1959.  She had the luxury of completing detailed descriptions at the 
item level.  These are now digitized by the Archives and available on-line.   After a 
sojourn to North York, she returned as Archivist in 1992, altogether giving us almost 20 
years as archivist. Even when she retired, she continued to assist staff with cataloguing 
and interpretation. Jennifer was a virtual encyclopaedia of knowledge, continually 
enhanced by voracious reading and research. 
 
Jennifer had a gift for weaving a story, immediately twigging to the significance of 
details and expanding their context.  She could take the most academic of topics and 
make it into a story. She presented several talks for the Historical Society.  Drawing 
from her theatre and Toastmaster background, she could converse with the audience 
without referring to notes. “The Little Brown Mare”, a Lennox and Addington story about 
neighbours, horse dealing and militia service, was enjoyed by the Historical Society and 
other groups.  She presented several other outreach talks, going on one occasion to 
talk about Irish immigration at the Erinsville tavern. 
 
Shortly after Jennifer returned as Archivist, she published Sir John A’s, Napanee, under 
Cranberry Hill.   Jennifer guided Remembering:  A Tribute to our Veterans in World War 
II, researched by Stephen Fochuk and a Veterans Committee, and published by the 
Historical Society as their Millennium Project in 2001. 
 
In her role as Archivist, Jennifer actively encouraged fledgling new historians and 
facilitated the careers of young archivists, taking a great deal of enjoyment from their 
success. Jennifer thought, as I do, that Archivists and Museum Curators need also to be 
historians. Without the skills and understanding of the historian, there is no other way to 
interpret the significance of what Archives and Museums collect and preserve. 
When Jennifer retired in 2008, she assembled other volumes for the Historical Society 
under Cranberry Hill.  Hardships Not Withstanding:   Life and Times in Denbigh 
(Minigan) and Lucy Stover Davidson’s Diary (Rehner) were published for the Historical 
Society.  Another Society volunteer, Paul Gilmore, a retired teacher and former County 
Councillor, had worked diligently to bring in firsthand accounts to the Archives. Always 
seeing the potential of a source, Jennifer engaged another volunteer, a retired 
Professor of American Literature, to edit the diary and then turned it into a publication.  
 
Many significant additions to the archives happened because of Jennifer.  When a 
signed and dated Lucius O’Brien watercolour of Napanee came on the auction block in 
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Toronto several years ago, Jennifer immediately recognized the significance of the 
painting and the artist.  Lucius O’Brien became the first President of the Royal Canadian 
Academy, founded under the patronage of the Governor General, the Marquis of Lorne.   
She bid by phone and when the watercolour went well beyond the resources of the 
Society, Jennifer (and I) used our own resources to repatriate a significant painting to 
Napanee.   Shipping it to Napanee was our next challenge.  One could not just put a 
painting of that significance in a padded envelope and mail it to Napanee.  The painting 
had to be crated by an art transport company!  More money! 
 
Jennifer continued to build the collection in her retirement, regularly reassembling 
photograph albums that dealers had broken up and sold photo by photo.  The donation 
would then arrive at the Archives with the background research and identification 
already completed.   The occasional artifact arrived as well.  
 
Always gleaning obscure facts from varied archival sources, she capably broke new 
ground with her research. She had hoped to publish a work in progress on the 
Rathbuns.  She was still collecting 19th and early 20th century photographs for “What 
Ontario Wore” that she also planned to write and publish. 
 
In the retirement, Jennifer served on the Historical Society Executive and President 
from 2014 - 2016. She steered the Society through challenging times and it was during 
her term of office that the Society’s collection and the Macpherson House were reunited 
with the County Museum and Archives. Jennifer derived a great deal of satisfaction 
seeing the Museum and Archives evolve to the modern facility we have today through 
the support of the County of Lennox and Addington.  She was a platform guest at the 
official reopening of the Lennox and Addington County Museum and Archives in 2014. 
 
The following winter, she delivered her last talk to the Society, in the new program 
room. “Sir Gilbert Parker” was her topic.  The talk was splendidly illustrated and full of 
obscure details that somehow she had extracted from on-line sources. How she 
managed to find all that on-line defies even the best researchers. 
 
Through the researched story and photographs, she transformed history into a drama 
that everyone could enjoy. She had recently finished years of research on the Buntings, 
a story interwoven with the Methodist, Jabez Bunting, and was working on the history of 
the Daniels. I had the privilege of reading the Bunting manuscript and I marvelled again, 
at how Jennifer could weave the story, and explain complicated historical context. 
Jennifer sported a custom licence plate on her vehicle “archiwiz” meaning “a whiz at 
archives”.  We have lost a capable and knowledgeable archivist, researcher and 
historian who so aptly carried on the tradition of the early Presidents of the Society, 
W.S.Herrington and Clarence Warner. The torch has passed to us to carry on her 
legacy.  
 
Jane Foster, Museum and Archive colleague  
*Editor’s note: Jennifer Bunting passed away March 31, 2016. 
 

Date: Sat, 5 Mar 2016 
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Greetings Jane Scott, Barb Weese, Jennifer and all, 
 
Every so often when we receive your delightful Chronicle and membership reminder I 
intended to write to thank you for your good work but with my memory usually forget. I 
may have done so you before but it won't hurt to do it again. We've sent off my renewal 
and a wee donation to help keep up that work. Use as you see fit- we don't know the 
Carscallens or Hinchs but would be happy to contribute some to that. I notice Cora Reid 
is part of that project. She has been the genealogist and authority for our L&A Parks 
family. We helped her, the late Margaret and Cliff Thompson with restoring our old 
Parks-Huffman Loyalist cemetery at Hay Bay. 
We do really enjoy the updates, stories and pictures in your Chronicles. They keep us 
connected with our roots! I have also appreciated your archives. Back a decade or two 
ago when in Ontario I was able to visit your there and thanks to Jennifer Bunting 
examine family files and documents. I am sorry to hear of her health concerns and wish 
her good wellness. 
My wife is an Ernestown/Centreville/Camden UE Weese. My ancestors were 
Fredricksburgh/Adolphustown UE Scotts, Parks and Greens who settled in Kennebec 
Twp, Frontenac Co. Jennifer Bunting found my GGrandfather Green in a Miramichi NB 
Cemetery.  
Given some of your surnames [or married names? I suppose there is a possibility we 
share some genetic roots. Again, many thanks for your continued good work. 
Harvey and Evelyn Scott 
Athabasca Co, Alberta 

President Message 

At the Annual General Meeting 2016, the nomination and election of Executive Officers 
was passed with Jane Scott President, Robert Hammond Treasurer, Barb Weese and 
Trudy Morris standing to remain on the Executive. The Carscallen Hinch Burial Site 
plaque is being forged and an onsite ceremony and LAHS Meeting will be held in 
September. More information will be in the August newsletter.  Thank you to LAHS 
members who donated to this project. The Executive will meet monthly with a planning 
meeting for year 2016-2017 included. 
 
Included in this newsletter is a brochure for the Hay Bay Church Roots 2016, August 26, 
27, 28. LAHS will be present. Come and visit. We are offering five gratis 
Adolphustown/Fredericksburg guided tour bus tickets for LAHS members who wish to 
attend. Contact Jane Scott 613-378-6405. 
 
 LAHS will be choosing a project in memory of Jennifer Bunting. Jennifer had varied 
interests with some remaining to be finalized. The Executive would like our members to 
contact us and offer their suggestions. One project might be publishing some of her 
written interests. 
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Welcome to Kim Kerr  
Lennox & Addington Museum Archivist 

 

   
   

Delving into the files   Photo by Jane Scott 

 
Introducing Kim Kerr, the new archivist at the Lennox & Addington Museum and 

Archives]. After completing a Bachelor of Science (Anthropology, emphasis in 

Archaeology) degree at Trent University, Kim jumped overseas to South Korea where 

she taught English as a Second Language. Kim returned to Canada to complete her 

Masters in Library and Information Science (MLIS) at Western University, London and 

successfully landed a position in the McMaster University Archives as part of the MLIS 

program. After graduation, the McMaster Archives hired Kim full time and this is where 

her love of archival work grew. Kim eventually found herself at Keyano College in Fort 

McMurray working as a librarian, and while the work of a college librarian is rewarding, 

she knew returning to the archival field was next. Kim started in the L&A Archives mid-

April and hopes to one day have half the knowledge of families in the area that Jane 

Foster and Cora Reid retain.  
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Ned Hanlan Part 3 
By Ken Brown 

 
Perhaps the end of Ned Hanlan's career was foreshadowed prematurely in January, 
1881 when an American publisher Richard K. Fox of New York City published a book 
called ˜The Life of Edward Hanlan. This publication featured a number of illustrations of 
Ned Hanlan along with portraits of those contestants who strove to defeat this 
internationally renowned sculler, not to mention illustrations of the more celebrated 
rowing championship races from which Hanlan emerged as victor. The narrative 
focused on the life of Ned Hanlan who rose to fame as the outstanding member of 
Toronto's “The Argonaut Rowing Club”. Included also were brief biographies of the 
oarsman who participated in the various rowing championship contests with the 
Canadian hero. The publisher went on to assert that no “admirer of native pluck and 
physical manhood should fail to secure the history of a man who has done so much to 
make Canadians proud of their country as the home of physical wonders". The 
Napanee Standard: January 13, 1881]. Indeed Ned Hanlan's reputation as a sculler 
went on to be celebrated long after his death in 1908. 
 
Napanee's Famous Sculler  J. Albert Gould 
 
We return to September of 1878 when it was reported that a sculling race had been 
arranged between Napanee’s Hanlan or J. Albert Gould in a contests with Fred Hall, a 
local blacksmith from Mill Point. The agreement required each contestant to contribute a 
stake of $50. The winner would regain his stake and an additional $50. The course was 
described as covering two miles with a turn and it would commence from the head of 
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Captain John's Island's (now known as Forsters Island) to Unger Island. In order to 
facilitate the spectators from Napanee who wished to witness the contest it was 
announced that the Flight would depart from Bowen’s wharf at 5:30 PM and the race 
would commence at 7 PM in the evening. Mr. Frank Wagner, personal secretary to H.B. 
Rathburn & Son was described as a stakeholder; in other words it was his duty to 
collect the stakes and see that the proceeds were awarded to the winner of the contest. 
William Walker was to serve as referee for J. Albert Gould and Ed Wilson the cashier for 
H.B. Rathburn & Son would act as a referee on behalf of Fred Hall.[The Napanee 
Standard: September 19, 1878] 
 
In the same issue of the Napanee Standard was a report pertaining to a previous 
aquatic match between J. Albert Gould and Mr. Ford. In this particular contest Gould 
lost the race by two minutes, rowing he claims to the water not been smooth as required 
by the conditions. Consequently the contested result was turned over to the editor of the 
Sporting Times in Toronto for adjudication. The editor decided in favor of Mr. Ford and 
Mr. A.H Allison, the referee awarded the prize to Mr. Ford. As a result Gould sued 
Allison for the $20 wager and the issue was to be resolved at the next session of the 
Division court. It should be noted that Ford's identity is not fully disclosed but if the 
pattern of the contest held true in this instance one would naturally assume that Ford 
was a resident of Mill Point. 
 
The results of the Gould-Hall aquatic race were reported in a subsequent issue of the 
Napanee Standard as follows; the race began at Miller's wharf opposite Mill Point to a 
point about a mile and a quarter up the bay, and return, and was won by Gould by about 
100 yards. [The Napanee Standard: September 26 1878] However the timing of the 
race as we shall see was an example of poor planning because once darkness fell the 
spectators on the Flight from Napanee and the Pilgrim from the point, could see very 
little (ibid). As noted by the reporter for the Napanee Standard however other changes 
were necessitated as a consequence of the winds velocity and direction: The race had 
been originally fixed for 7 PM on a 3 mile course from Captain Johnson to Unger’s 
Island, and return, in any sea in which the crafts would live but it was thought desirable 
to change the course as the wind on Thursday evening last was blowing half a gale 
from the Fredericksburg (side) which struck the water short distance from shore leaving 
a strip of comparatively calm water in which the race was pulled. He [Gould] is a fine 
and effective sculler (ibid). 
 
Gould had succeeded in maintaining his reputation as Napanee's Hanlan but 
disappeared from subsequent reports in the Napanee Standard. The answer to the 
question what became of J. Albert Gould remains unanswered and requires it to some 
additional research. Accordingly I am compelled to toss it to some other recording angel 
who may see fit to pursue the subject of J. Albert Gould's fate at some point in the 
future. 
 
The report under the title of Fast Rowing revealed that yet another rowing champion 
was in the making at Napanee. It was recorded about two years later that on Friday 
evening last Mr. George Hopper [of Napanee] was to row in competition with [George] 
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Hancock [a Foreman in the lath department with H.B Rathburn & Son] at Mill Point, 
accomplished the extraordinary feat for beating the Flight from Mill Point to Napanee. It 
is a pity that some of our sporting men do not make an effort to procure a shell for the 
young gentleman, who is a credit to the rowing profession. [The Napanee Standard: 
August 26, 1880] 
 
Later as a follow-up to the item related above under the title “That Boat Race", the 
readers of the Napanee Standard were informed that the boat race between George 
Hooper of this town and [George] Hancock of Mill Point, which was to come off on the 
river here on Friday last has again been postponed this time indefinitely. Hooper 
received a telegram from Hancock on Friday stating that the latter could not get away. 
George tells us that he cannot tell when the race will come off until he sees Hancock. 
Evidently the latter is afraid to face our Hanlan.• [Napanee Standard: September 9, 
1880] 
Did George Hancock rise to the Standard’s challenge? If he did. the outcome appears 
not to have been reported in the Napanee Standard. 
 
This installment concludes the series on J. .Albert Gould and his sculling confreres in 
the Napanee - Mill Point area. However, if there is anyone amongst the readers who 
could provide us with additional details regarding J.Albert Gould, etc., we would be 
happy to hear from you. 
 

World War 1 Local Veterans 

Allan Hamilton 

 Historian, Union Lodge No.9 

 

Edward Fair Corkill 

Edward Fair Corkill, Roll Number 503 in the 1910 Membership 

Register of Union Lodge No.9 was a 22 year old student at Queen’s 

University living in Napanee. He Initiated with Union Lodge No.9 

December 15, 1915 and was Passed the 14th of January, 1916. He 

was not Raised to a Master Mason. 

 According to the 1911 Census, I find him with his family living 

in Mount Forest in Wellington North, South Western Ontario. I know 

you are asking “How did he get to Napanee?” This is what I unearthed by further delving 

into this question. His father was listed in that 1911 Census as Edward J. Corkill. I found 

him again in the 1901 Census in Sarnia, Lambton West enumerated as a widower, born 

the 20th of September, 1860, occupation Teacher with a son Edward F. who was born 

the 16th of February, 1893. I went back one step more to the 1891 Census and found 

Edward J. in the town of Windsor thirty five years of age and a high school teacher. This 

piqued my interest even more and found him in the 1881 Census residing in 

Loughborough Township with his mother Elizabeth age 63 from Ireland and three older 
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siblings. There initially is nothing in the Censuses prior to that. However these children 

were all born in Ontario, supposedly. To continue on with Edward J., he Affiliated with 

Union Lodge No.9 November 3rd, 1916 Roll Number 520 as a Master Mason Initiated in 

Albion Lodge No. 200 according to our Register. However, there is no such lodge. But 

there is a St. Alban’s Lodge No. 200 located in Mount Forest which was warranted in 

1868 according to Grand Proceedings of 1917. He listed his occupation as Teacher but 

according to a newspaper article about Edward Fair it states his father Edward J. was 

Principal of Napanee District Collegiate Institute in 1916. There is also a letter dated 

1929 having a letterhead for Lennox and Addington County indicating he was the 

Inspector of Public Schools.  

He lived on Centre Street according to the 1919 Bell Telephone Book on the South 

Fredericksburgh Heritage website. He was also a member of Mount Sinai Chapter No. 

44 according to the 1919 Minute Book. Edward J. died September 1st, 1955 at 94 years 

of age. 

 Now back to Edward Fair Corkill. His Attestation Papers Number 304,504 signed 

November 1st, 1915 state he was born in Sarnia, Lambton County. He was a second 

year Theological student at Queen’s University, Single and was in the Queen’s OTC. 

His height was 6’ 1” with a weight of 171.5 pounds, girth 41.5 inches and an expansion 

of 4.5 inches, fair complexion, blue eyes, brown hair and a mole on his right shoulder. 

He was in the 46th Queen’s Battery and was transferred to the 11th Artillery Brigade, 

Battalion 6 of the Canadian Forces Artillery with the rank of Gunner. He arrived in 

England on the 14th of February, 1916 aboard the S. S. Metagama which was built in 

Glasgow, Scotland in 1914 becoming part of the Canadian Pacific fleet. She was the 

sister ship of the S. S. Missanabie. By 1930 she was no longer in service after 151 trips 

and broken up in 1934. 

 Edward embarked for France on the 14th of July, 1916 landing at Havre. They 

appointed him, in the field, to Acting Bombardier on July 30th, 1916. A Bombardier is a 

Royal Artillery Corporal which has existed since the 16th Century in Artillery Regiments.   

Edward was killed in France or Belgium on the 9th of November, 1916 and buried in 

Adanac Military Cemetery, Somme, France. 

 He was one of the 151 Queen’s Graduates, Alumni, Undergraduates and Staff 

that were killed while on Active Military Service 1914-1918. His photograph hangs in 

Memorial Hall, Queen’s University. 

We cherish his memory in our hearts. 
When God forgets to send the dawn 

And birds no longer wing. 
We’ll cease remembering. 

Amy Ratz 1943 
Weese Scrapbook 
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Herbert Shorey Baker 

From the Union Lodge No.9, 1910 Register we know the 

following about Herbert Shorey Baker. He is Roll Number 

484. He was a 24 year old student whose home was in 

Napanee when he initiated into Union Lodge No. 9 the 6th of 

February, 1914. He was passed the 8th of May, 1914 and 

Raised the 12th of June, 1914. His Grand Lodge Certificate is 

number 91,775. He died the 5th of April, 1916, Killed in Action 

in Mesopotamia. 

 Mesopotamia is modern day Iraq, Syria and Kuwait. It 

was located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers which is 

what the word actually means ‘between two rivers’. 

 The 1891 Census of Canada shows Herbert as the 

youngest child of five to a Robert H. and Marcy or Mercy Aylesworth Baker in East 

Deseronto where he was a butcher. The 1901 Census shows that the family moved to 

the Westward in Napanee. It also specifies that the father and mother were born in 

Ontario in 1850 and 1848 respectively. It states that Herbert was born on the 21st of 

October 1889. The 1911 Census confirms much of this information but also tells us that 

they lived at 27 Dundas Street in Napanee. Additionally, it tells us that his two older 

sisters had become school teachers. With some further research I found his mother and 

father in the 1881 Census living in Ernestown Township where they were farmers. 

 The rest of the information about Herbert Shorey Baker is provided to us from his 

Attestation Papers, Veterans Affairs file and a file in the Queen’s University Archives. 

Herbert appears to have graduated from Napanee District Collegiate and Vocational 

Institute as his name is listed on a poster the school has of its First World War Veterans. 

He proceeded to Queen’s University where he graduated in 1912 with a B.A. and a 

Bachelor of Science in 1914. He immediately moved to Calgary, Alberta to work as a 

Mining Engineer. Then on September 25, 1914 in Val Cartier, Quebec he signed his 

Attestation Papers Number 5,556 where he indicated his birthdate to be October 21, 

1890 (in deference to the 1901 Census). These papers indicated that he was Single and 

had served in the 5th Company of the Canadian Field Engineers as a Corporal for four 

years. As such he was called a ‘Sapper’.  

 Also called a Pioneer or Combat Engineer who was a combatant or soldier 

performing a variety of military engineering duties such as bridge-building, laying or 

clearing minefields, demolitions, field defences, and general construction, as well as 

road and airfield construction and repair. A Sapper has been associated with engineers 

for many generations. From the French word ‘sape’ meaning undermine. In the French 

Army digging a trench under fire was known as ‘driving a sap’ and the men who 

performed this task were known as ‘Sapeurs’. In 1813 the British Royal Engineers 
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adopted the title Royal Sappers and Miners. Then in 1856 their common soldier had his 

position changed from a ‘Private’ to a ‘Sapper’. 

Herbert was an individual who stood 5’8” in height, had a girth of 34 inches with an 

expansion of 3 inches. His complexion was fair with dark brown eyes and light brown 

hair. He had an appendix scar and a mole under his left arm. He was enlisted in the 

Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force and in the 2nd Field Company Engineers but 

was transferred from the 5th Co. to the 1st Co. on September 25, 1914. His unit sailed 

from Quebec; October 3, 1914 aboard the S. S. Zeeland. 

 A British and Belgian ocean liner built in 1900 for the Red Star Line at 

Clydebank, Scotland. It had its name changed during the First World War to the S. S. 

Northland when it served as a troop ship. It was eventually scrapped in 1930. 

Upon arriving on the Salisbury Plain as a Sapper in the 1st Division Engineers, 1st Field 

Co. it appears that on January 1, 1915 he was discharged from that Field Co. with no 

accompanying reason and enlisted in the Imperial Army on the same date receiving a 

commission as a 2nd Lieutenant probably in the British Expeditionary Force, Royal 

Warwickshire Regiment 9th Battalion. At some point he was shipped overseas because 

he was wounded twice at the Dardanelles during the evacuation of Gallipoli. 

 The Gallipoli Evacuation took place December 9, 1915 to January 9, 1916 

removing 105,000 men from Anzac Cove and Suvla Bay plus an additional 35,000 men 

from Helles.  It took longer to make the decision than to perform the operation. 

He was mentioned in Dispatches twice and promoted to Captain. His battalion was sent 

to North Africa and the Tigris Line where he was ‘Killed in Action’ on the 5th of April, 

1916.  

 His death coincides with the First Battle of Kut-Al-Amara which turned into a 

British humiliation. 

He is buried in the Almara War Cemetery, Iraq Plot XIII L9. 

 At a Memorial Service for Baker a Reverend Wilson who was a fellow student of 

Baker and W. S. Herrington spoke.  

He was one of the 151 Queen’s Graduates, Alumni, Undergraduates and Staff that were 

killed while on Active Military Service 1914-1918. His photograph hangs in Memorial 

Hall, Queen’s University. We cherish his memory in our hearts. 

 


