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Join Us at the Museum on Saturday, April 9, 2016—12:00pm 

For our Annual General Meeting 

Presentation: When I as Young “Wilton Remembered” 

By George Henderson 

Wilton Old Grange Hall 
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Jan. 25 

 
Showcase of Recent Accessions 
Ongoing at the Museum 
 
This showcase presents some staff 
favourite from the (c1930 Shirley 
Temple doll), the functional and 
utilitarian (WW1 Saddle maker’s kit), to 
skillfully handcrafted quilts and 
coverlets.  
 
People and Places of Lennox and 
Addington County. 
Feb. 16-May 27th 
Explore the beauty with Barry 
Lovegrove photographs achieving 
enchanting landscapes and portraits. 

 
April 9, AGM L&A Historical Society 

George Henderson  
“When I Was Young” 

 
Light Lunch at 12:00, Presentations at 
1:00. AGM at 2:00 approx. L&A County 
Museum. All welcome. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Contributors, Jane Scott, George Henderson 
Cover Photo: Reproduced courtesy of Wilton  
Women’s Institute (Tweedsmuir) and Kingston Whig 
Standard 
 

Society Contact Information 
 

Lennox and Addington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 392, 
Napanee, Ontario 
K7R 3P5 
613-354-3027 
www.lennoxandaddingtonhistoricalsociety.ca 
 
Executive 
President: Jennifer Bunting bunting@istar.ca 
Past President: Robert Hammond 
Robert.hammond99@gmail.com 
1st Vice President: Jane Scott jescott@kos.net 
2nd Vice President: Vacant 
Treasurer: Vacant 
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Weese 
Director: Trudy Morris 
Director: Martin Wright 
Rep., From Cloyne Pioneers: Carol Lessard 
 
On Executive, Ex-Officio 
Jane Foster, Manager, Lennox and Addington County 
Museum jfoster@lennox-addington.on.ca 
 
Lennox and Addington County Museum 
97 Thomas Street East, Napanee K7R 4B9 
Tel. 613-354-3027 Fax: 613-354-3112 
Archivist: to be announced 
Curator: JoAnne Himmelman, extension 3506 
 
Macpherson House 
Attention: Stephen Paul,  
L & A County Tourism and Economic Dev’t Office 
613-354-4883 
www.lennox-addington.on.ca 

 
Anyone is welcome to contribute to the County Chronicle. 

We reserve the right to edit copy. Please send 
submissions to Jane Scott  jescott@kos.net  
       
        

Quick Calendar 

Spring 2016 

E-mail address for  

Lennox & Addington Historical Society is: 

lahs1907@gmail.com 

 

 

This newsletter is printed at 

Burke Printing, Napanee 

mailto:jescott@kos.net
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President (Jennifer Bunting) per Jane Scott 
 
The President Jennifer Bunting has resigned her office of President due to health 
reasons. As 1st vice President, I will cover as the temporary President until the 2016 
LAHS Annual General Meeting with the Election of Executive Officers.  The LAHS has 
had the privilege of her expert knowledge and wide interests for many years. Jennifer 
held many hats for the LAHS and somehow like a juggler always kept them in the air 
and landed them with great flair. Jennifer, as Editor of the LAHS Newsletter, produced 
thoroughly entertaining and informative topics. Thank you, Jennifer for your love of 
history and commitment. 
 
So bear with me as I get used to formatting and inserting photos! The County Chronicle 
will have fewer pages in this edition as the changeover is happening.  The LAHS 
meetings are being formulated and will advise you more fully at the AGM 2016. 
. 
At this year’s AGM on April 9, a light lunch will be available before the meeting at 12pm, 
the presenter at 1:00 pm and the AGM meeting to follow. Please bring your questions 
so we can help with the answers. 
  
In July, 2015, the Executive Committee past a motion to advance the possible dates of 
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) from February to April each year. The intention was 
to encourage better attendance and allow for poor winter weather.  
The Executive Committee proposes an amendment to Bylaw 12.01 section B. The 
Annual Meeting of the Society will be held between January 15 and April 28 of each 
year. The Executive Committee will be meeting every two-three months instead of 
monthly, as with the Macpherson House and Historical Society’s collection being 
transferred to the Lennox and Addington County, it requires less time for decision 
making now. 

  
This late summer, the LAHS executive was contacted by Sharon Cadieux, on behalf of a 
Committee formed to bring a plan of the 1990’s Bell Family reunion to fruition. 
The plans are for a plaque and placement of a rock to commemorate the burial site of the 
Carscallen–Hinch Farm. The LAHS agreed to partner with them and have included the 
donation sheet with this newsletter. For donations above $20.00 a receipt will be offered. 
This offers the opportunity to support the LAHS goal of continued community historical 
involvement.  
 
The Executive Committee has some offices open for members who would like to contribute to 
the LAHS. Please give thought of how you would like to help and put your name forward at the 
AGM in April. Bring your ideas of what projects you would like to see initiated or revived.topics 
for the AGM meetings. 
 
Included with this LAHS newsletter is a membership application to join as a member or to 
renew your membership. Thank you to everyone who has sent in their membership this year. 
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Shelley Respondek Archivist 
 
A farewell gathering was held on the end of January for Lennox & Addington County 
Museum’s Archivist. Shelley is moving closer to her family home in Western Ontario and has 
taken a position with a company in Guelph. The Lennox & Addington Historical Society is 
indebted to her for her stewardship of the Collection over her 7 years and extraordinary 
organization during the move to the new addition to the Museum 
 

   
   

L-R Jane Scott, Barb Weese, Shelley Respondek. Trudy Morris, Robert Hammond, Martin Wright 
Photo by Collen York  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    Karen Price and Robert Hammond   Cora Reid and  Trudy  Morris 
    Photo by Jane Scott     Photo by Jane Scott 
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THE OLD GRANGE HALL AT WILTON 

By George Henderson  

As a little boy at school at Wilton in the mid 1940’s I walked past an old frame weather-
beaten building about a hundred feet east of the schoolhouse literally thousands of 
times. It was somewhat of a mystery to the students because we really did not know 
anything about the history of the building or what it had been used for in an earlier time. 

I remember being inside on only two or three occasions. These visits were likely to 
return some chairs after some event had made us use them at the school next door.  

There were seats (or more accurately benches) for about fifty or sixty persons. There 
seemed to be cupboards around the walls. It was a very plain building with no evidence 
of decorative objects being present.  

There was a window on each side of the single front, which faced south near the road. 
There were two windows on the east and west sides of the building.  It had been kept 
neat and tidy as if another meeting could take place any time. 

The building was constructed about 1845 shortly after the Sons of Temperance, a 
fraternal and temperance organization, which had originated in New York City five years 
earlier and spread into Canada in the years following. They purchased a quarter of an 
acre of land (on Lot 39 in the Sixth Concession of Ernestown) from Mr. William Ovens, 
the farmer who owned the land around it. The lodge built a frame building on a 
stonewall foundation. It is unlikely that the exterior of the building changed at all over the 
next century. 

The Sons of Temperance continued to hold meetings there for almost a decade. It is 
interesting to note that the Wilton Temperance Society had existed as early as 1840 in 
the village. 

About 1854 the Primitive Methodist Church purchased the building from the Sons of 
Temperance.  For over twenty years the Church used the building for its regular 
religious services. According to Clinton Babcock, in his history of Wilton churches, the 
Church made major improvements to the interior of the building. These included the 
addition of bench seats, a large central wood burning stove and several oil-burning 
hanging lamps. In 1874, as membership in the church was apparently declining 
drastically, the members of the Annual Conference of the Primitive Methodist Church in 
Canada approved the sale of the Wilton chapel.  

By this time the Patrons of Husbandry (or the Grangers as they were popularly called, 
had expanded into Canada. It was a agricultural lodge which sought to assist farmers in 
many ways such as by encouraging Parliament to pass legislation favourable to 
agriculture. On August 24, 1875 the Dominion Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry 
(Wilton Grange No 118), was granted its charter for a new lodge at Wilton. While details 
are unavailable for the group in Wilton, it is likely that they were active for the next 
decade or two.  

 Probably by the end of the century, the lodge had discontinued use of the building. It is 
likely that the building remained totally unused for some years. 
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In 1925, Mrs. K. N. Storms and eighteen women in the area formed a branch of the 
Women’s Institute of Ontario at Wilton.  With no other available meeting place, the 
group was able to hold their meetings in what by this time was popularly called “the old 
Grange Hall.” The Women’s Institute discontinued use of the building about 1941.  

Throughout the 1920’s and 1930’s the hall was the centre of social events in Wilton. 
Christmas concerts were held there. Also the popular puppet show with W. K. Hodge 
and his son played there. Special training groups (frequently under the sponsorship of 
the women’s Institute) made use of the hall – including cooking classes and first-aid 
courses. It is also likely that voting for elections at all three levels of governmental was 
held there. By the mid 1940’s it was no longer used by community groups. 

In 1952, the trustees of the Patrons of Husbandry decided to sell the land and the 
building. A public auction was held. School Section No 19 (Wilton) of Ernestown 
Township purchased the land to provide additional school grounds and to build an 
athletic field. The building was sold to Mrs. Ida Parrott of Odessa for the construction of 
a new house. After almost a century of use by four different organizations the old hall 
was torn down. Its long history of use by four groups made it an important building in the 
history of Wilton.  

Only one photograph of the building is known to exist but this image provides us with an 
invaluable memory of this building. The history of this building is of considerable 
historical significance because it served so many purposes throughout its century of use 
and was basically the centre of social life in Wilton. It is uncommon for a single building 
to have had so much a variety of uses throughout the years. Some of us still see this old 
frame building in our mind’s eye as it was sixty or seventy years ago and still remember 
it as it was when we were young as “The Old Grange Hall.” 

CHRONICLES OF NAPANEE. 

Note.-These letters were written by an "old resident," and were published in The Beaver in 1873 

and 1874. They appear in one of the Historical Society Scrap Books. 

LETTER I. 
The flourishing Town of Napanee is very pleasantly situated in the County of Lennox 
and Addington, (of which it is the County town), on the Napanee river, six miles from its 
confluence with the Bay of Quinte, to which it is accessible by large vessels. It lies 
midway between Kingston and Belleville, on the Grand Trunk railway, in the midst of an 
exceedingly rich and enterprising farming community. 
 
Napanee possesses an excellent water power of some thirty feet fall, capable of driving 
a large number of mills and manufactories, and as a grain market is unrivalled by any 
between Toronto and Montreal. The town is one of the most healthy and picturesque in 
Central Canada, and is becoming the centre of a large trade and commerce, and a 
place of no inconsiderable importance. At the present time it has a population of about 
3,500, which number is very rapidly increasing.  
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Napanee and its vicinity was first settled shortly after the American Revolution, by 
United Empire Loyalists-a noble class who came from the United States, not being 
willing to live under other than British rule. Those men, and women too, underwent great 
hardships in this, the country of their choice. The Government, however, nobly rendered 
them all the assistance in its power. Accordingly, in 1785, Robert Clark, a millwright, 
who had then just completed a mill on the Cataraqui river, near Kingston, was employed 
by the Government to construct a mill at Napanee. This mill, which was built of logs and 
was located on the east side of the river, was raised on the 23d of March, 1786. This 
mill was called by the Indians "Appanee Mills," (appanee in their language being the 
name of flour), and our town from this obtains its name. At the mill there was a 
clearance of 1 3/4 acres made, which was the first clearing made in Napanee.  

In the construction of this mill there were some novel appliances, one of which was that 
of the bolting of the flour being done by hand, each customer having to turn a crank to 
bolt his own flour. After the erection of the mill it was delivered up to one Collins, and 
the land afterwards granted to Capt. McDonald, who sold it to the Hon. Richard 
Cartwright, of Kingston, grandfather of our present Finance Minister, R. J. Cartwright, 
Esq.  

About this time a man named Smith, whose posterity are now living in the Township of 
Richmond, started a Smith's shop near the mill.  

On the 28th of August, 1792, Mr. Cartwright commenced the erection of a new stone 
mill on the west side of the river near the present foundry of John Herring, Esq. In this 
mill one run of stone was first put in, afterwards two, and latterly three, as business 
increased.  

Mr. John Grange, a canny Scot, was for many years millwright in this mill, and in 1800, 
his son, the late William Grange, Esq., was born, being the first white child born in 
Napanee. Mr. John Grange afterwards settled on the farm a mile north of this place, 
where the family has since resided.  

At about this period a Carding Mill was built on the east side of the river, and a trip-
hammer was put up by a Mr. Kesler. Both were, however, shortly afterwards burned 
down. Kesler soon after erected a blacksmith shop, and remained here for many years. 
He was an odd old German, and was very piously inclined. An incident is related of him, 
that on his visiting the first caravan that ever exhibited in Napanee, on coming to the 
elephant he shouted out : "Ghlory to Got ; only see vat He has made."  

After Mr. Cartwright had completed his mill it was rented to one Crawford and others, 
and latterly to Allan McPherson, Esq. John Hosey, whose sons are now living in 
Napanee, was brought up by Mr. Cartwright. Having learned the milling business, 
provision was made by Mr. Cartwright when he leased the mill to Mr. McPherson, that 
John should always have a place in the mill-as long as he lived, if he desired. Many of 
the older inhabitants will remember him.  
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A distillery was started at about this time, and the highwines, excepting what was 
required for home consumption, was shipped west to the Hudson Bay Company's posts.  

It was about the year 1812 when Allan McPherson, who had married a daughter of 
Judge Fisher, of Adolphustown, rented the gristmill and opened a store. "Mac," as he 
was generally called, for many years carried on an extensive trade in the purchase of 
grain, staves, saw logs, timber, ashes, etc. He, indeed, might have been called "King of 
Napanee," as he had everything his own way. He was once asked who made him, and 
on replying that he was made the same as other men, was told that he was not, that it 
was the Township of Richmond that made him. Although "Mac" had rather an 
overbearing manner, still he was very good to the poor, and kind and obliging to his 
friends and neighbors. He afterwards obtained the appointment of Crown Lands Agent 
for the Counties, and removed to the City of Kingston, where he still resides in quiet 
retirement. His son, Donald, succeeded him in business, which he continued for many 
years, but a few years since removed to and entered into business in Montreal, where 
he still resides.  

Among the first ministers who visited this part of the country was the Rev. Darius 
Dunham, a Methodist preacher. He was known far and near for his eccentricity, and we 
think a story, often told of him, will bear repeating. He always supported a good horse, 
and once when riding along where a party of men were doing road work, was asked by 
a new-made Justice of the Peace why he rode so fine a horse, saying that when our 
Saviour while on earth rode an ass, and why did he not do the same. Dunham, always 
ready with a reply, retorted that he would do so, only that the Government had made 
J.P.'s of all the asses.  

About sixty years ago a schoolhouse was built near the railroad bridge, which also for 
many years served the purpose of Church and Town Hall. Here it was that the then 
rising generation of Napanee received their education; here it was that the Rev. Saltern 
Givens, missionary to the Mohawks, preached the gospel to the people, while John A. 
Macdonald, now Sir John, who was then a student at law, "pitched" the tunes; and here 
it was that the "free and independents" of Richmond met each year to choose and elect 
their Township Officers. That old schoolhouse was only a few years since taken down, 
moved to "Piety Hill," and converted into a dwelling house.  

In the year 1824 a Plot of land on the east side of the river, belonging to John C. Clark, 
was laid out into town lots by a surveyor named Rider, and named Clarksville. Several 
lots were sold, and some buildings erected, one of which is now occupied by Mrs. 
McNeill, widow of the late Archibald McNeill, Esq., and mother of "Archie," -the owner of 
the Campbell House. Mr. McNeill kept a store, was an active, intelligent and enterprising 
man, and at that time one of the leading men of the place. His respected widow is now 
said to be the "oldest inhabitant" of the town. For many years the only public house in 
the place was the "old red tavern," still standing near Fralick's blacksmith shop, which is 
now used as a dwelling house. It must now be about sixty years of age.  
 


